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Wow! What a Monsoon season we
have had! Full house for all events,
two advocacy seminars, including
one in French. Our seminars had the
topics of adolescent health and
peace — both very thought provok-
ing and life changing seminars for
the participants from 19 different
countries, representing all five
WAGGGS regions. During the Ado-
lescent Health seminar we were for-
tunate to have a day of peer educa-
tion with young women from the
nearby community of Vishrantwadi —
a low income area with few educa-
tional and social opportunities for
those young girls. It was a real eye-
opener for many of our participants
who came from such very different

Welcome Monsoon

backgrounds, but it was interesting to
see how many similar teenage issues
there were! This Monsoon saw far less
rain than usual which allowed much eas-
ier access as we travelled around Pune
doing great community action projects.
These included teaching crafts for in-
come-generating projects for high den-
sity urban dwellers and village women,
painting facilities, developing English
skills with children and holding a chil-
dren’s camp. All in all, a very satisfying
final Monsoon for me personally in India.
1 will depart Sangam in late November
and so say farewell, fir mélange and
thanks for the opportunity to have been a
part of your lives.

Sally Thornton

World Centre manager

“Our World Our Home”
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and the UK to Australia and Korea. They have worke
Anand Gram, Door Step School, Maher, Mobile Créc
run twice in a year - September to November and January | V
nity to explore Pune, a city where history and modernization go together.

"A fantastic way to experience the diversities of Indian culture, make life long
friendships, really feel at home and much much more! | wouldn‘t have changed it for
anything." Susannah Hodge (UK) 05-06

The CVP was an incredible experience for me. Personally, the challenge
helped me grow immensely as an individual, and | made meaningful
lifelong friendships. Professionally, it opened doors - it helped me
get into Law School and secure a human rights internship! | can
now speak with knowledge and passion about women's rights in
rural India. Allison Sephton ( Canada) 06-07

A life changing experience! The tears on the teachers

AllisON faces when we left and the children’s cries for us to
stay dug deep into my heart and have made me even more deter-
mined that one day, not too long in the future, | will return to In-
dia and work again in an organization such as Mobile Créches
which really needs and can benefit so much from people giving up
their time to volunteer with them. Rachel Mason (UK)

06-07 Rachel

If anything in my life has set to push me to do things that are outside
of my safety zone this was it. CVP gave me an opportunity to de-
velop in life with my career, friends that will always be very special
to me and above all memories that will last a life time. The CVP was
a dream come true.” Naomi Jeffs (UK)06-07
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the job experience in understanding the wider aspect of WAGGGS - advocating for the rights of
girls and young women and developing a variety of leadership skills.

On my return home last April, | was fortunate to return to my job as a civil servant. Currently |
am looking into returning to study at night, | can’t wait to get involved again with Guiding within
Ireland and to encourage more Guides and Guiders to discover Sangam.

Congratulations to Sangam and all its team for making this programme so special and | hope it
will continue for many more years to come.

Mary Theresa Hally. (CVP 06-07 & Event Administrator 07-08)

In September we welcomed four volunteers from Denmark, Ireland and UK. They are working
with Door Step School and Mobile Creche.

“The perfect way of living in the International bubble of Sangam while being an active part of the
surrounding society” Johanna Nyman ( Finland) CVP September ‘08.

Next yvear the CVP will be five years old and our celebration time will be

Programme 11 from 20 August to 13 November.

Come and be part of this successful and growing programme. For information and application
forms, visit Sangam’s website.
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Full House During Monsoon.......
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dren’s camps, as well as learning about Indian culture in this 12-day event. Th “”@%i‘é worked in groups
to provide local children from two schools with the opportunity to be more confident when speaking in
English. Other highlights included a visit from local children, Bollywood dancing and swimming.

Sally Says........ Phir Melenge !

‘Say when will, we ever meet again,
Say where and I'll meet you right there
Say why do, we have to say goodbye
Say when, say where, say why...

These are words to one of my favourite Guiding songs which is often sung at closing ceremonies at
Sangam. As | prepare to leave this very special place, | think of all the memories, challenges and
successes that have been part of my life here. The past six years have been some of the most amaz-
ing years of my life, as | have been involved in the lives of so many of you who have visited, volun-
teered, worked and stayed in our home in India, Sangam.

To all of you | say thank you for the experiences, your generosity and that fabulous spirit of Sangam
that shines through and touches anyone who has been a part of this remarkable World Centre. It is
truly a place where international Girl Guiding and Girl Scouting is at its best!

I wish all of you the very best in the future and that wherever our lives take us perhaps our paths

will cross again.
Go well and safely

May Sangam be ever with you (as it will always be with me!)

Volunteers wanted at Sangam
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HURRY! Sangam News
Book now!

Sneha Patwardhan, a founding
member of the committee to estab-
lish Sangam, passed away peace-
fully in June after a long illness. She
will be remembered as a very warm
and generous personality who loved
Sangam.

Judy Harris from Australia
has been appointed to the
World Centres Committee as
Sangam'’s Centre Team Leader

Girls worldwide say
“Discover Sangam” has
been etched in the new
glass partition in the admin
area of reception
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which faces women and girls I I
today in India. Visit our com-

munity partners to learn World Centre manager - Sally Thornton - Australia
about the work being done in

India, and share your own Deputy Centre manager — Darshana Pawaskar - India
experiences with participants

from other regions of the Programme manager — Ezster Toth - Hungary

world. Use the topic as a

foundation for understanding Event administrator — Priyanka Halunde - India
WAGGGS’ three key advo-

cacy words -—educate, do, 8 Assistant Programme manager- Kim Berman - USA
speak. Create an advocacy
plan to put into place and
prepare to work with your
Member Organisation back
home. Celebrate Interna-
tional Women’s Day with
new Guiding, Scouting and
Indian friends!

SANGAM WORLD CENTRE—INDIA
WORLD ASSOCIATION OF GIRL GUIDES AND GIRL SCOUTS

Alandi Road Phone: +91 (0) 20 2669 3252
Yerawada +91 (0) 20 3231 9275
Pune, 411 006 Fax: +91 (0) 20 2669 354

INDIA Email: info@sangamworldcentre.org




